Cabozantinib use in renal cell carcinoma.
In the last several years, many new drugs have been approved to treat metastatic renal cell carcinoma (RCC). Cabozantinib is a novel multikinase inhibitor with activity against vascular endothelial growth factor receptor (VEGFR), proto-oncogene tyrosine-protein kinase receptor Ret and other kinases that recently joined this impressive list of approved agents. Cabozantinib is an active agent in the preclinical and clinical setting, having recently demonstrated superiority over everolimus in a blinded, randomized phase III study of patients with progressive RCC after at least one prior line of antiangiogenic therapy. This agent's toxicity profile is similar to those of other multikinase inhibitors approved to treat RCC. This review will explore cabozantinib's pharmacologic and safety profile and its preclinical and clinical activity in RCC.